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IN THE SPECIFICATION 
Please replace the heading at page 1, line 1, with the following: 
SPECIFICATION TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

Please replace the heading at page 1, line 5, with the following: 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION APPLICATIONS 

Please replace the paragraph at page 1, lines 7-8, with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 

This application claims priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-72847,, 
filed on March 15, 2002 , the contents of which are hereby incorporated herein by reference in 
their entirety . 

Please replace the heading at page 1, line 10, with the following: 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION TECHNICAL FIELD 

Please replace the heading at page 1, line 19, with the following: 
DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART PRIOR ART 

Please replace the heading at page 4, line 1, with the following: 

DISCLOSURE SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
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Please replace the paragraph at page 23, lines 11-19, with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 

The outer ceramic sealing material layer will now be described. The thickness of a 
normal outer ceramic sealing material layer is uniform. In the present embodiment, as shown 
in Fig. 10(b), in the outer ceramic sealing material layer, the portion contacting th e long sid e 
located along an extension of the major axis of the assembly 9 is denoted by 15c, the portion 
contacting th e short side located along an extension of the minor axis of the assembly 9 is 
defined as 15d, and the thickness of portion 15c is denoted by HI, and the thickness of 
portion 15d is denoted by H2. 

Please replace the paragraph at page 24, lines 17-26, with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 

The assembly 9 is wrapped by the thermal insulation material 10 (refer to Fig. 1 and 
Fig. 10(c)) and is accommodated in the casing 8. The thermal insulation material normally 
has a uniform thickness. In the present embodiment, the thickness of the thermal insulation 
material differs between portion 1 6a, which contacts the long side is located along an 
extension of the major axis of the assembly 9, and portion 16b, which contacts the short sid e 
is located along an extension of the minor axis of the assembly 9. In the following 
description, the thickness portion 16a is denoted by II, and the thickness of portion 16b is 
denoted by 12. 

Please replace the paragraph at page 48, lines 1-11, with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 

Further, in such a method, when a hypothetical first straight line intersects the 
generally elliptical contour at two points in which the distance therebetween is maximum and 
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a hypothetical second straight line orthogonal to the first straight line intersects the generally 
elliptical contour at two points in which the distance therebetween is maximum minimum, the 
number of sealing material layers the fest second straight line of the assembly traverses is 
less than or equal to the number of sealing material layers and s e cond first straight line 
traverses. This reduces thermal conduction obstacles between filters. 

Please replace the Abstract at page 73, lines 1-13, with the following rewritten 
Abstract: 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A ceramic filter assembly [[(9)]] that resists cracking. The ceramic filter assembly is 
formed by integrating a plurality of columnar honeycomb filters [[(PI)]] made of a porous 
ceramic sintered material with a ceramic sealing material layer and formed to have a 
substantially elliptical cross sectional shape. The honeycomb filters includes square 
columnar honeycomb filters in which the ratio between the lengths of their long sides and 
short sides is between 1.1 and 3.0. The honeycomb filters are arranged so that the long sides 
and the short sides are respectively parallel to the major axis and the minor axis of the 
assembly. 
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